I 


Et. e, Frederick:, I'm. S1701 
4/16/69 


Sear lylvia, 


lust ( 
loud. 


,I' Te delayed answering your very kind letter of the 14th until tt 
i today’s mail because I do not know how to answer it. I'll think out 
per heps that will help you understand ray dilemma. 


.Cue of tile few assets on which 1 can capitalize in order to publish 
my books is trie literary value cf their content. Frankly, although 1 still ff0 
tnrouga the motions, I an not at ell hopeful of commercial publication, unless 
I ogfdn am.-ce e real success of a private printing, when I night again hope 
for reprinting - end screwing - ty whores like Dell. 

night now this material is under active consideration by e very 
conservative publisher, with a favorable recommendation by the men he assigned to 
retd it. .mother publicetion says it wants to go over it. hile x h eve had 
enough experience not to cc hopeful, dare I throw the opportunity away by taking 
tne sage off? i believe sny magazine 'article giving the essence m the con+ort 
would kill collateral rights. ' ‘ 


fchi 


l s 
Dse 


On -■ '-C o • aer side, i also want the material to be known. If 
8dc,oa.p?«5hed in a small publication, like ’'Minority of One” was, it lei 
***.?'- u f ciose tn tae sub .pact know about It, but it doesn't do on awful lot more, 
-■n tap outer hand, if it roes into e magazine with e substantial osculation +hev 
would pay enough to help materially with publie'-t’on -* ’ ' 


p£ y 0 rj our* h ZO 


it possible. 


of the book. 


largest 


live 


oe cured. l;t me see what 


thinking about your letter, a possible cenpromi: 


you tniuk a bint it. 


. , - . - - - — spoke about this by phone e 

ycu_sug. !es ,eQ sn article in tne ’’^ew fork he vie of Socks”. They are essential 
a xi berarypubiicstion. therefore, why not do an article, assuming their wifliing- 
1 T* oa r r «cticai. impossibility of getting commercial publics tion for • nv 
serious work basically in disagreement with the official acrount of the Prudent ’s 
^ a ® r / nd ,^f, t tnis .? en ns to the country end soys of the society - and publlish- 

d publi suers. tne only two critical books of which I know that can be -feonsidere 
lent* »a « did no i, nose tais trouble or-. Kpstein* s and M cokin' s, both Sof 
mien concede the b- sic official assumption, Oswald's guilt, ^homnson rehashed.""'' 
ou ^ow youj. own experience, lane's was s fluke, fed back bv a British publisher 

£ & »•*«*» * * •«*» & : 

' .x. — - ^oo.x, es bae, y nod mine ceiore it. Jexl and Dial 


turned ..Ell 


down th 


■urea tines before ct 


c j . -r,, , . . ’ “ “ ^ ■ ■ w to me for it after i mode 

came teck^Lr^^in' be^ ln Cctol5er 19C6 » or September, possibly, then 

*0U cen hr.v« ^ce ! to *° JanUE;ry > ; '^r they sew how cEITxfmSH took off. 

(without, signatures)!^ n^rST^ PUbllEher files > for Use «* otters 
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suedes 


illustrate thatxin not 
h: pc . o you can rack 
IVT, of which 1 


editorial ’ >lso r?r tui* 
prove (end I include 001E' m. r 
been made by microfilm ■ adVll „ _ , 

merchantable aocuments to be ...” + „ 

fine tbo sc - that 1 right, not b- . : ble to wii 


single case was the decision 


generally known, a “will 


b-Tas be saying fc 0 th things, th 


gs-n- ral reference to what the books 
v.’u& today told a successful copy has 
for you), with -• few of the less 
tn- piece. I think it is possibl" to 
t ,r; still retty hot end not 


t there is this news 



materiel test is significant- thst is? enough to put people in Jail - .r.d it 
car, not be published commercially, one why it cannot be publi bed. 1 think 
such c piece ctula b a materiel sedition to tue literature. Lane foiled 
miserably by lying and m nufseturing. 3hile I cannot estimate the attitude of the 
magazine, 1 think it is appropriate for such a publication. ..nd I think that if we 
can tst tog-' her ana discuss this, I esn give you enough to accomplish your 
purpose while protecting, thex possibility I want to protect. 

^nis, noeever, ought not be a real short piece, as you suggest; yet I 
d-; nc i, propose a ? opkin— length treatise, unless they should want it. There is 
little problem reaching that length. It isn’t necessary. 

Offhund, i think we could use proof of the perjury, which should make 
it hot enough for KYRB and night get them the news attention all aaeazinea want. 

1 can ado to this, forexanple, with whet Perry told me (he did lot me interview 
him, nTugu not on taps, and ho told me how he knows the President was shot in 
the back, not the neck, about two inches down) . 

'^-sn we spoke eerli-r, 1 hod hoped you might be able to cow? down during 
the Scoter holidays, "Tienl coul’ hoys let you see- more. I do have more. I think 


t :.v.rd x nave 


7;r1 1:« mn 


be even more significant, even more destructive 


of the integrities involved, and the frlse official posture. 

, . “ S purpose is not selfishness, for I hove given others access to what 

-*• n.'ve. x gave -'ew mis ans what was pretty well used on r'inc^, and permission to 
biiose j-SAjeru to use woat of the material they considered necessary (the reason 
lor vhe initial limited coition, to establish and. nrotect my rights). 1 let you, 

Cyrix and others know immediately what x had. “ li. ve teen offering him eccess to 
otner of my unknown material for more than a .year. He just hasn’t taken time to 
ioo c st it. ^ anile x hove refused, John Nichols permission to use some ' of what - 1 - showed 
“if. ln confluence long ago in his writing, 1 am, without his even asking fer it, 
uiS.-cing o her unknown material available to him for purposes of his suit. 

There ore further complications I cannot here go into. They may ell 
ada up to nothing, out - 1 - novo s numt.r of unofficial contacts established. I an 
in correspondence ’••ith n nunfce r of new people end the do-r is not really closed on 
me.K These err poliiicai rather then publishing people. „hile there is no reason 
ta^araw greet encouragement fro.- it, today 1 got a meaningful letter from Burke 
MiiKUsll, who u? a ^ refused to reply for more than & year. In it he provided e 
sj. s for responding that may xead to e dialogue. Something similar at the Jen- 
ertment cf Justice, *ive days ago, what Lane killed with that horror on the 
"too many guns” opened up with e different person. Cue formerly close to Ken- 
nedy sunt me word he is accepting my invitation end is coming to see me. These 
sr<? not . puolishing possibilities, will not yield me money, but they may be the kind 
os o ening -n. i may go mors thou anything else tc accomplish our purposes. 

!;ife hod to work after the end of the tax period to finish up some 
1 st-minu-.f: delinquents, ho, 1 got the nail at the postoffice this morning and 
wnen j. go in to p..ck her up, will me 11 this. It forces haste u- on me also, end I 
hope -- hove down Clear, j. ’o live to think about it longer, net just ssy no, though 
the i, is rsy feeling at trie moment", chiefly on the basis this nrould ruin my ch nee of 
xinr rxcinr- --he book. _ uo spprecii-. tc tk ' of fer very nuejji mi the many unusual additions 
tho i !■ re so <m : ] eno unselrisn. "nd cherish seme of the writing ir. the proposed 
i ore word. . . .'O you t:. • .CiYi suggestion possible? Can you peak to them'? 

Sincerely, 



